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24th February 2011
Statement from Hazel Warwick, Development Director at First Wessex: 
“First Wessex would like to reassure everyone affected by the redevelopment at North Town of our ongoing commitment. This ambitious project has already involved moving a large number of residents who are affected by the first phase, the first of whom began to move eleven months ago. The final residents moved out of their homes at the end of last month. This is a time-consuming and sensitive part of the project, and could not be rushed. 

“We signed the contract with Leadbitter, the appointed building contractor, on February 11th, and have since instructed them to demolish the empty blocks of flats included in the first phase. This is subject to a gas mains diversion, and the order has been placed with the utilities supplier, who has advised that this may take up to twelve weeks. Naturally we are hopeful that these crucial diversion works will be completed sooner than this, but the worst case scenario is that the demolition will begin in mid May. 
“Preparing the site for demolition requires a significant amount of preparation, and there has been much work going on behind the hoarding boards. As part of the planning conditions put in place by Rushmoor Borough Council we are required to complete a number of surveys on the ecology, wildlife, gas and electrical supplies, drainage, water, cables, road conditions and asbestos in the area affected. Now this is complete, we will be in a position for the regeneration to truly begin as soon as the gas diversion work is done. 

“Throughout every stage of this project we have issued regular communications to the residents of North Town and hold regular meetings with the North Town Residents Association, to ensure that everyone affected is consulted and kept up to date with key developments. The next newsletter, which gives a full explanation of the current situation, is in the final stages of production and will be landing on residents’ doorsteps next week.  

“In addition, residents are all invited to come along to the regular surgeries held every other Thursday between 4-6pm at the North Town Base. These surgeries are attended by the development project team and the First Wessex Neighbourhood Manager, and are designed to encourage residents to raise any queries or concerns. The upcoming dates are 10th and 24th March, and 7th and 21st April. 

“The regeneration of North Town is a top priority project in the agreed Local Investment Plan. It forms part of a wider bid for funding to deliver new homes across Hampshire which we will shortly submit to the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA). Rushmoor Borough Council has already provided funding and is supporting our bid, and we remain as committed as we ever have been to transforming North Town and to creating a community of which the residents and future generations can be proud.”
---Ends---
For more information please contact:

Ursula Tavender, PR Manager at First Wessex on:

023 9289 6759 or 07776 226598
Email: Ursula.tavender@firstwessex.org
Notes to Editors

First Wessex manages around 18,000 affordable homes primarily in Hampshire and with some activity in Surrey. It has offices in Eastleigh and Aldershot and its head office in Portsmouth.

First Wessex provides a full range of affordable housing including rented, supported, shared ownership and key worker housing. A large support portfolio includes housing for older people, extra-care housing, dementia care housing, housing for people with learning disabilities, people recovering from mental illness and some specialist accommodation. First Wessex also has its own repairs and maintenance division and provides a wide range of community regeneration services across Hampshire.
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